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Setting the scene

GLOBAL THEMATIC CONSULTATION
SOCIAL NORMS, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT &

CCHILD MARRIAGE  - TODAY’S AGENDA
Step by step guide:

Identifying evidence gaps &
research questions
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Shared Global Evidence Agenda
Co-create

Participatory
approaches

Diverse
stakeholders

Strengthen
prevention &

response efforts

Evidence-based
programmes &

policies



Manahil Siddiqi, Research Specialist,
Prevention of Harmful Practices, UNICEF

Global
Thematic
Consultation
Child Marriage & Social Norms Change



Make future research relevant and
actionable

Ensure the global agenda reflects real
programming and policy challenges 

Surface evidence gaps from diverse
contexts

Objectives

… Today is about hearing from you.



What evidence gaps or unanswered questions

do you wish you had better answers to when

trying to prevent child marriage and shift social

norms?

Key question to consider



4 Key Stages

Problem
Statement

Formulating
Evidence Gap

Crafting a
Research
Question

Exploring
Priorities
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MODULE FOUR

Crafting a 
Research 
Question



Exploring Priorities



Canva
board



, y
Engagement, and Child Marriage
What does the evidence say and where are
the gaps? 
Ramya Subrahmanian
UNICEF Innocenti – Global Office of Research and Foresight 
(STAR Initiative to End Harmful Practices)



Social norms are the implicit and
informal rules that most people accept
and follow in a social group about what
is ”right”, “acceptable”,  or ”normal”

Gender norms are a subset of social
norms – dictating how girls and boys,
and women and men are expected to
behave. 

Norms differ across societies because
they are rooted in culture, religion, and
lived social experience, and shaped by
economic, political, and environmental
conditions, including people’s access to
power and resources.

Social Norms:
A shared understanding





How Norms Change
Key approaches from the global evidence 
(UN Women 2023)

Group reflection & collective problem-solving
on issues defined by communities themselves.

Engaging key influencers (faith leaders, elders,
teachers, community leaders).

Engaging men and boys in co-
constructing new norms (not one-way
messaging).

Supporting feminist movements & women-led
organisations

Complementary, sustained interventions
e.g., edutainment + dialogue +
school/community engagement over
multiple years.

Macro-level influences (economic
shocks, crises, conflict,
environment, infrastructure) can
accelerate or reverse norms shifts.

Media and ‘edutainment’



Evidence Gaps: Understand

1. Norms Variation Across Communities

2. Which Norms Matter Most & How They Change

3. Norms in Crisis & Displacement Settings

4. Norms Shaping the Lives of Married Girls



1. What Works (and How)

2. Measurement, Methods & Evaluation

3. Population & Context-Specific Gaps

4. Implementation, Systems & Sustainability

Evidence Gaps: Intervene



1. Structural & Political Economy Drivers

2. Limited Consideration of Institutional Norms

3. Macro-Level Shifts

4. Role of Digital and Social Media

Evidence Progress & Gaps: Innovate



If you need support in a language other than English,
please select a room:

Room 1: English + Hindi support
Room 2: English + French support

Room 3: English + Spanish support 

If you do not need support in a language other than
English, please remain here until we assign you a room. 

Rooms 4-6: English 

Breakout Rooms



Bringing it all together
José-Roberto Luna (UNFPA)



What’s next...



Thank you for joining us!

We want to know how to improve - let us
know by completing our feedback poll


