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CHILD MARRIAGE IN 
HUMANITARIAN SETTINGS 
Millions  of lives are being torn apart by conflict, disasters and displacement. 
Girls are hit particularly hard and face many forms of violence. Child 
marriage has been rising at an alarming rate in humanitarian settings. This 
brief summarises what we know about t his issue and what needs to be done.  
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Why is this an important issue?  
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What do we know about child 
marriage in humanitarian settings? 
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Child marriage and conflict 
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Child marriage and displacement 
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Child marriage and natural disasters  
!"#$%&'#%()*&%!"#$!"#$!"%&'()"'*+,-".' !"#$%&'(%)#
!"#$#%&'#()$#(*&&+("+,'&$#"+-.$$$""!!"#$"%&"'()&(*%)$$(++%
!"#$%&'(#&)*+'()&#!"#$%&#'($!"#$%&!%'("#&)*+,-!!"#$ !!""#$%&
!"#!"#$!"#$%&'%()"*+%,-!!"-./0%1/2/!-*%(&345!"/#%6"5)%)".)%
!"#$%&'()#)*+,*-,.#)/'*%,.0'$1%,'#2-,0'!%,0)10,.0)#3,
!"##$"%&'#"(&)*$$$""" 
¥ !"# !"#$%&'()*'+,,-' !"#$%&'(!!"#$%&"'&!"#$"%&'()*!"#'(*

!"#$%&'$(!")! !!"#"$%&#'"($)*+&$,-##)-."$!"#$ !!"#$%&'(
!"#$!%&'()*#("*(+)*,("*'-)*.%'(#"#('$(-$(&%.%"/%(
!"#"$%!&'!()($!%*+,%-#,,.(/0%#/)%!"#,"(/0%#%*#-(1.2$$$"#!

¥ !"#!"#$%"&'()*"#&*#+,-)'"(-*.#&/" !"#$%&#'#"()*#&%+!
!"#$#%&'()*$!''+,,$*-$+#('!*%-"$ !"#$#%&'()*("+$&"(
!"#$%#&'(&)'*##)$'#+,!&'-.$/!)'+(0%1%!$',#'()#-,'
!"#$%&'())#(*+&(,&(&,-).#.($&,/)(/+*01$$$#!!"#$%&'$(&)%'*

!"#$%&'(%&(!"#$%&'(!)'& !"#$%&'&#!"# !!"#$%&'()*%
!"!#$%#&'()%%*&!#$&+,-.!/0&/%&1%.2&,#&/)0&-!.+0#!"
!" !"#$%&'(%')#'*)+!#,')-!'.)/0 !!"#!$%"&'&$()$!"#$%&'
!"#$%&'(&)*%&$+#,$!"#$%&"'()(*"*(&+*'(,"&$"%-.$$/"
!"#$%&'$(!))*+#,$$$#"!!

¥ !"#!"#$%!"#$%&'()#*"%+,'%$&%"-#.".-(/$"#$",$&0%#.%"
!"#$%"&%'%!"#$%&'()*$+,$&"+%&,-(*%&."//("0$&
!"##"$%&'()*+(+,-)*./,0+(%&(12345$$$#""!!"# !" !"!"#
!"#$%&'%()&'!!"#$!%"&'($))$*+,-'&+./.%"!.'+,'0/$'/,&'
!"#$%"&'&((&)#*+$$$#"""!

¥ !"#!"#$%&%$'(!!"#$%&'!()*+,- !"#$%$&#'("%)**$%+%"
!"#$%&'(!")*+,(-&).!(/0"")0%+(1+-0$,+(/0""2)3%(0(%)".(
!"#$%&&'#()&#$*+,-.#$%!+#/%!0,1,23#$!%#)&%4$$$"$!!"#$%
!"#$%&'$'()*$+(,$+*"-*&.()+/%!"#$%%&'()*"%!%+!,-"
!"##$!%$&'%()%'&*+"#(%',)!'+-$'+.'%($'*$)!+-!'.+*')'
!"#$%&'()*')*%+',#*-.!!'./"*.0*1.-','"0*%($,#*)(&*
!"#$%&'#&#$(!)*+,&-,%%*)(+.$&!$&"!

!
!
!

In the last few years weÕve seen 
growing evidence that girls in 
humanitarian situations are 
particularly vulnerable to child 
marriage. Lakshmi Sundaram, 
Executive Director, Girls Not 
Brides. 
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What is being done to address 
child marriage in such settings? 
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Thematic brief 
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What more needs to be done to 
address child marriage in 
humanitarian settings?!
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Recognise child marriage as a critical issue 
in times of crisis as well as in times of 
stability 
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Identify risk factors for child marriage by 
involving adolescent girls from the early 
stages of crises and including their issues 
in assessments and planning 
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Integrate child marriage prevention and 
support to married girls across sectors in 
any humanitarian response from the early 
onset of crises 
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Invest in the evaluation of programmes 
addressing child marriage 
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